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[Abstract: The Mro people are one of the prominent indigenous
ethnic groups residing in the Greater Chittagong Hill Tracts of
Bangladesh, particularly concentrated in the Bandarban district. Like
many hill communities, the Mro traditionally practiced their own
indigenous or animistic religion. However, over time, changing
circumstances have led to significant shifts in their religious beliefs.
In recent years, the Mro community has embraced a newly founded
religion known as the “Krama religion”. This article draws upon a
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wide range of sources, including books, scholarly articles,
ethnographic studies, and interviews, to provide a comprehensive
overview of the Krama religion. The primary objective of this article
is to explore the origins, core beliefs, moral teachings, cultural
practices, and the role of the founder, as well as the spread and
influence of this emerging religious tradition among the Mro people.]
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The Mrus (Murangs) is a tribe thatformerly dwelt in the Arakan
hills; they now live principally to the west of the river Sangu and
along the Matamuri river within the Chittagong Hill tracts. They
assert that they were driven from Arakan by the existed between
them and some few years ago, a bloody feud existed between
them and affrays often took place..... The Murangs are tributary
to the Bomong Raja” (Hunter, 1875, P.56).
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“This is a hill tribe now much reduced from its ancient state.
They once dwelt on the river Kuladan and its feeders, but have
been gradually driven out by the Kami tribe. They have therefore
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emigrated to the West and occupy hills on the border between
Arakan and Chittagong. The Radzaweng, or the history of the
Arakanse kings, refers to this tribe as already in the country
when the Myanmar (i.e., Burmese) race entered it. It also states
that one of these tribes was chosen as King of Arakan in the
Fourteenth century of the Christian era. The traditions recorded
in the dame work also imply that the Mru and Myanmar races
are of the same lineage, although this connection is denied by the
Arakanese of the present day, who regard the Mru tribe as “wild
men’ living in a degraded state, end consider that it would be
disgraceful to associate with them.” (Phayre, 1883, p. 56)
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