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Babu Akshaykumar Datta then rose to deliver a discourse, which
was in Bengali language. The subject of it was the changes
effected by the agency of Education in the Hindu mind. He began
by taking a retrospective view of the condition of this country.
He contrasted the present with the past. Time was, said he, when
Hindus were so utterly incapable of appreciating the utility of
public works that they would not have subscribed a pice to
promote them—when they understood nothing except what
related to the gratification of their animal wants. [...] The Babu
(Babu Akshaykumar Datta) sat down amidst loud and
enthusiastic cheers.*®
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The Discourse we have just heard is very clever and interesting,
and it is not the less so, because of its being a Bengali one. I know
[...] that there is a large number of our educated friends who can
relish nothing that is Bengali, their taste being diametrically
opposed to all that is written in their own tongue. The most
elevated thoughts and the most sublime sentiments, when
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embodied in it, become flat, stale and unprofitable. But this
prejudice is, I am disposed to think, fast wearing out, and the
necessity and importance of cultivating the Bengali Language — the
language of our country, the language of our infancy, the language
in which our earliest ideas and associations are entwined — will ere
long be recognised by all.**
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