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Vedanta philosophy, literally “the end of the wisdom teaching,” is
the name given to the essential purport of the principal Upanisads
that were brought out and systematized in five hundred and fifty-
five aphorisms attributed to the sage Badarayana. Being written in
aphoristic form, this work of great veneration had to be
commented upon. Dozens of commentaries have been written upon
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these aphorisms by the foremost thinkers of the country. Judging
from the standpoint of originality, depth, and their bearings on the
religion and culture of India, the commentaries of Sankara,
Ramanuja, Maddhva, Ballava, Nimbarka and Baladeva are
regarded as of highest importance and greatest influence. All these
philosophers and their disciples are called Vedantists.”
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What Bengal thikns today
India thinks it tomorrow and the whole world
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The whole world our family
The sky our canopy, nature our bed
Earth our world mother, all beings brothers.
Hari purusa Jagad Bandhu over our head.>
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Vedantism is not only a speculative philosophical discipline but
also a very practical religion. It is a theology and philosophy in
one. A true Vedantist is not only a thinker and theologian but also
a seer to a certain extent.*®
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It is compprehensive and comparative; synthetic in its summing-
up; logical in its analysis; lucid in its expression. Many a congenial
stream of love and wisdom from the East and the West has been
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brought to a happy confluence here where the reader who aspired
to see and enter can bathe for stimulating light and delight.*
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